
 

 

Serra Club Board Meeting | January 19, 2026 (Serra room) 
Attendees: 

1. Judi Eilertson, President/VP Communications 
2. Jerry Murphy, Treasurer 
3. Dale Helling, Secretary 
4. Susie Flood/Ellen Harvey, Co-VP Vocations  
5. Bob Fox, VP Membership 
6. Tom Farley, VP Programs  
7. Jon Thill, Foundation Representative 
8. Fr. Larry, Chaplain 

 
Absent:     David Pieper, Past President 

Judi called the meeting to order. The board then prayed the DM Serra Prayer for Vocations.  

Meeting Minutes:  The minutes from the November 3, 2025, board meeting were approved subject to a minor correction.   

Communications Report: 

• Submitted full page ad for the new Catholic Mirror magazine format for 2026 beginning in January (Feb/Mar b-days)  
o New digital newsletter that will come out twice/month.  Currently distributed to 600 people…  
o Ads (Full $2,000, half $1,000) receive 4 or 2 free ads in the digital newsletter.                                                                 

Discussion was held about the most effective use of funds for various ads in the Catholic Mirror. Judi, Susie 
and Ellen will meet and draft a specific advertisement proposal for the board’s consideration.  We agreed 
that publishing priests’ birthdays was not a worthwhile expense. However, Jerry suggested we investigate an 
on-line birthday card app that would allow us to schedule and email individualized birthday wishes in lieu of 
publishing them. 

• Created Catholic Sisters tea invitation/RSVP 

• Create 2027—2028 St. Serra Club of Des Moines Membership Directory. Because of the cost and time required Jerry 
moved that the club not publish a new membership directory. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.  

• Consider graphic for the priests originating from each parish – Go see examples from St. Anthony’s, etc 
 
Membership Report:   184 members 

• Lost members: Gene Needles, Montine Guthrie, Joe & Kristin Stopulos, John Wagner 

• New members: Bill & Rachael Crane (SFA) and Mark Lyle (SFA), Elizabeth Jennings (SFA), Sally Mattern (SFA) 

• Member dinner: April 23, 2026 (New Member Induction Mass, Recognize Milestones, Remember Deceased). Bob will 
select Great Caterers of Iowa for the dinner and will determine a church for our Member event. 

 
Program Report:    

• Holy Happy Hour (5:30-7:30pm) – January 20 (SFA) 

• Catholic Sisters Tea (2:00-3:30pm) – March 8 (Bishop Drumm Retirement Center) 
o 25 Sisters and 4 priests invited (5 living at Bishop Drumm) 

• HHH - May, July, and October 2026. Several potential speakers and potential venues were proposed and discussed.  

 
Vocation Report:   

• Engage with 9 Deans to reach parish priests – per Bishop  

• Encourage 7 Serrans teams (3) 

• Encourage and add 31 Club members  

• Bishop to help promote the Serra club to parish priests – via new Deanery structure 

• Diocesan Vocations team planning 6th grade visits…Serra help not needed  

• FORGE Conference 2026 – Saturday, February 28, 2026. The Serra Club will discuss a potential display at the 
conference with John Bishop.   

• Diocese of DM Ordinations:  



 

 

o June 19, 2026: Luke Mohan and Dominic Nguyen ordination as transitional deacons 
o June 26, 2026: Deacon Stan Asjes ordination as a diocesan priest  
o October 1, 2026: Connor Lynch as transitional deacon in Rome 

 
Treasurer Report/CFSWIA Fund:    

• Member Dues update 

• Benevity Causes – transitioned from Jim Henscheid 

• Website renewal – transitioned from Mark Reed 
Jery reviewed the financial information that had been distributed prior to the meeting. He volunteered to draft a 
2026 budget proposal and present it to the board.  

 
Foundation Report: 

• New vocations project idea(s)  
o Video with short vignettes to address 'objections' to discernment from moms, peers, etc.  
o Focus on a single moment, descriptive storytelling with happy priests   
o Research existing videos to support (Deacon Houston/Alexis Nicholson) 
o IF approved by Bishop, Jon will prepare a plan to request a grant to create a new video from CFSWIA, April 

2026 

Old Business: 

• Bishop’s Burse  
  
New Business: 

• President Elect: Dale Helling was nominated, and unanimously approved to be the President Elect 

• Making it Personal sponsorship – The board approved a motion to continue its sponsorship of the show. 

• Catholic Mirror digital magazine and (4) ‘free’ digital ads 

• Support for Fr. Pins/SFA staff as needed  

Ellen suggested that because of the number of issues that we typically have on the agenda the future board meetings be 
scheduled every other month. The other board members agreed with this recommendation.  

On March 1, 2026, the vocation-oriented movie, “Love God’s Will” will be presented in SFA parish hall. Serra Club will 
likely be involved in this event.  

There was a motion to adjourn that was seconded and passed. We recited “A Simple Prayer” to end the meeting.  

 Upcoming Calendar Dates/Events: 

Key: Member event | BoT meeting | Serra Calendar 
 

• Hosting Holy Happy Hour –   January 20, 2026 SFA 

• Serra Rally – January 22-25, 2026 at the Augustine Institute Retreat Center, St. Louis, MO  
o FORGE Conference 2026 – Saturday, February 28, 2026 

• Board of Trustees meeting – April ? , 2026  

• Catholic Sisters Week Appreciation Tea – March 8, 2026 

• Member Dinner – April 23, 2026 

• Hosting Holy Happy Hour - May 2026  

• Serra's 83rd International Convention – July 9-12, Indianapolis, IN 

• Hosting Holy Happy Hour - July 2026  

• Priest Picnic – Monday, September 14, 2026 

• Hosting Deacon Luncheon – Saturday, October ? 



 

 

• Hosting Holy Happy Hour -   October 2026  

• Bishop Burse – Sunday, November 15, 2026 

 
 

PRAYER for PRIESTS 
Gracious and loving God, we thank you for the gift of our priests. 
Through them, we experience your presence in the sacraments. 

Help our priests to be strong in their vocation. 
Set their souls on fire with love for your people. 

Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and strength they need to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom. 

Give them the words they need to spread the Gospel. 
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry. 

Help them to become instruments of your divine grace. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns as our Eternal Priest.  Amen 

 

DM SERRA PRAYER for VOCATIONS 
God, Our Father, today may I have an opportunity by my actions to encourage a vocation 

to the religious life. Help me to conduct myself in a Christian manner that I might give 
proper example, particularly to the young. Through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
may I also support those in religious life, in their vocation of service to your Church.  
May the sincerity of my prayers and my concern for vocations result in an increase 

of laborers for Jesus and His Church.  Amen  

 


